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Sheridan's speaking, and it most certainly is felt by
the judicious part of his audience, whom it annoys and
distresses just in proportion as the perfection of the
execution and the victory obtained by it over our
feelings make us wish to admit no abatement in our
admiration. This defect is rendered somewhat more
observable by something rather theatrical in his voice
and the management of his tones. When I have said
this I must add that I am now convinced, however,
that his powers in this kind are far beyond any other
man's, and that nobody living could execute what he
did yesterday- . . .

c Burke also abounds with these tine passages, and
he soars also as much out of the lower regions of dis-
course, and infinitely further into those of imagination
and fancy; but no man could ever perceive in him
the least trace of preparation, and he never appears
more incontestably inspired by the moment, and trans-
ported with the fury of the god within him, than in
those finished passages which it would cost Shakespeare
long study and labour to produce. Fox's speaking,
which excels all other men's in its kind, is also wholly
free from this defect, nature and simplicity being
indeed the true characteristic quality of his eloquence;
but the comparison is not so fair in his instance, because
he does not deal in those brilliant periods, which seem
in so singular a way to require indispensably both pre-
meditation and the absence of it.

4 You need not be afraid of a third criticism after
Tuesday, as I have, I think, now pretty nearly favoured